California Forest Science Symposium

Keeping Science Relevant in Forest Management

February 19-20, 2026
2001 Point West Way, Sacramento, California

The California Forest Science Symposium is the joint meeting of the California Society of American Foresters, California
Fire Science Consortium, and California Forest Pest Council. This year’s theme “Keeping Science Relevant in Forest
Management,” is focused on the enduring partnership between research and management. Join fellow land managers,
researchers, and practitioners to share knowledge on forests and their management.

SAF and California DPR Continuing Education are available

In addition to concurrent sessions February 19 — 20, we are offering additional opportunities to connect with your
community of dedicated resource professionals this year:

(pre-meeting) The California Forest Pest Council, Berkeley Forests, and CAL FIRE are sponsoring a Forest Insect
and Disease Field Training on February 18™. There is no cost to attend, but space is limited, and STUDENT
attendees will be prioritized. Training will discuss common forest pests and diseases in California conifer and
hardwood forests, and how to assess tree health and identify pest issues from observable signs and symptoms.

(pre-meeting) The California Fire Science Consortium and CAL FIRE are sponsoring an Institutional Reform for
Forest Management meeting on the morning of February 19 There is no cost, but pre-registration is required.

California SAF will be hosting a Quiz Bowl on February 19™. Quiz Bowl offers students a chance to showcase
their knowledge and connect with peers and professionals in the field. Teams do not have to be determined in
advance of the competition. Please register your interest to compete on your registration form.

The California Forestry Mentorship Program is sponsoring a Career Pathways Panel and Job Fair on February
20%™. Sponsor and employers are also encouraged to attend.

(Pre-meeting) Wednesday, February 18, 2026
Forest Insect and Disease Training at Blodgett Forest Research
Forest Pest Council  gtation

09:00 am - 04:00 pm  Field Training Lunch, dinner, and overnight lodging are provided. Participants are

responsible for individual travel and bedding.
(off-site) 4501 Blodgett Forest Road, Georgetown, CA

SAF Executive
02:00 pm - 06:00 pm  Meeting
GARDEN TERRACE

California Society of American Foresters Executive Committee
Meeting (Open to all SAF Members)

(Pre-meeting) Thursday, February 19, 2026

CFSC & CAL FIRE Institutional Reform for Forest Management

08:30 am - 12:00 pm California Fire Science Consortium and CAL FIRE hosted meeting. Pre-
GRAND BALLROOM

registration required.
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Thursday, February 19, 2026

07:00 - 08:00 am Booth set-up Sponsor and Vendor Check-in
GRAND BALLROOM
Check-in

08:00 - 01:00 pm  GRAND BALLROOM Check in and Poster drop off at the Grand Ballroom Foyer
FOYER

Introduction to CFSS

Welcome and Jeremy Zagarella, RPF, California SAF

01:00 - 02:00 pm  plenary
GRAND BALLROOM

Opening Plenary
Nadia Tase, Fire & Resource Assessment Program, CAL FIRE
02:00 - 02:15 pm  Break
Crowd In or Crowd Out? How Public Fuel Treatments Influence Private
Wildfire Mitigation

Forest Market (2:15 pm) Frederik Strabo, UC Davis

02:15-03:30 pm  Economics Wood Processing Capacity as a Driver of Wildfire
SALON 1 (2:40 pm) Alyssa Nazari Jain, UC Berkeley

Wood Products Markets (tentative)
(3:05 pm) Mike Buffo, Mason Bruce, and Girard

How many trees have been killed by SOD?
(2:15 pm) Delaney Siegmund, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo

Emergent disease |, cyjifornia’s changing climate, latent pathogens drive novel woody plant

02:15-03:30 pm  Problems diebacks on a large geographic scale

(SZ'L’ZA‘;’;""“AV“”‘"’M (2:40 pm) Matteo Garbelotto, UC Agriculture and Natural Resources

Occurrence, distribution, and impacts of Tubakia californica on tanoak
(3:05 pm) Maylin On, Cal Poly Humboldt

Transforming to multiaged management along northern California’s coast
range: responses to retention harvest and hardwood control in Douglas-
fir/tanoak

(2:15 pm) Alan Cooper, Cal Poly Humboldt

Density management in mature California mixed-conifer stands under
stress
(2:40 pm) Chris Looney, USDA Forest Service PSW

02:15 - 03:30 pm Silviculture
SALON 3 Growth responses to forest health treatments depend on treatment type,

tree size and functional type, and climate conditions in Sierra Nevada
mixed-conifer forests
(3:05 pm) Jessica Katz, UC Berkeley

Constraints on pine regeneration in gap-based silvicultural systems with
upper diameter harvest limits
(3:18 pm) Claire Whicker, Berkeley Forests

VAFOR
ls\?n?:.{cYA?\f FI}LZ S’d‘e}’m California F.orest
FORESTERS £CONSORTIUM & Pest Council Page | 2

CALIFORNIA E i
C i - o ﬁf

californiasaf.org cafirescience.org caforestpestcouncil.org



http://www.californiasaf.org/
http://www.cafirescience.org/
https://www.caforestpestcouncil.org/

02:15 - 03:30 pm

03:30 - 03:45 pm

04:00 - 05:00 pm

04:00 - 05:00 pm

04:00 - 05:00 pm

04:00 - 05:00 pm

Wildfire
SALON 4

Break

Redwood

Silviculture
SALON 1

Shrubs
SALON 2

Microsite

Reforestation
SALON 3

Hardwood
Pyrosilviculture

Treatments mediate wildfire impacts to old-growth giant sequoia in the
world's largest grove
(2:15 pm) Bryant Nagelson, University of Nevada Reno

Fuel treatments and prior burns limit fire spread and severity, but
effectiveness declines with increasing fire weather and fuel age
(2:40 pm) Jessika McFarland, UC Berkeley

Ownership influences forest structure and resulting likelihood of high
severity wildfire
(3:05 pm) Brandon Collins, USDA Forest Service/UC Berkeley

Modern Wildfire Dynamics in Coast Redwood Forests: Severity Trends,
Reburns, and Postfire Recovery

(04:00 pm) Brian Woodward, UC Cooperative Extension Santa Cruz
How Landscape Scale Restoration Effects Local Economies and Carbon
Sequestration

(04:30 pm) Noelle Dorward, Save the Redwoods League
Developing Novel Data and Tools for California’s Shrublands

(04:00 pm) Emma Underwood, UC Davis
Microsite effects on post-wildfire reforestation success in the Sierra
Nevada

(04:00 pm) Tamar J. Zeevi, University of Nevada Reno

An adaptive modeling framework to guide climate-resilient reforestation at

microsite scales
(04:30 pm) Wesley Radford, UC Davis Tahoe Environmental Research Center

California black oak persistence highly variable under fuel treatment types

in Sierra Nevada Mixed Conifer Forests
(04:00 pm) Kevin Charpentier, University of Nevada Reno

SALON 4 Burn severity metric validation in California oak woodlands
(04:30 pm) Lauren Standiford, UC Berkeley
05:00-07:00 pm Reception
GRAND BALLROOM
05:15 - 06:15 pm Poster Session
GRAND BALLROOM
06:00 - 08:00 pm  Quiz Bow
SALON 1-2
SOCIETY OF s,
AMERICAN 7—""}{@ S’ciejm California F.orest
FORESTERS ZCONSORTIUM & Pest Council Page | 3

CALIFORNIA

californiasaf.org

Y i
1F - o O P00 G %

cafirescience.org caforestpestcouncil.org



http://www.californiasaf.org/
http://www.cafirescience.org/
https://www.caforestpestcouncil.org/

Friday, February 20, 2026

08:00 - 08:50 am

08:50 - 09:00 am

09:00 - 10:15 am

09:00 - 10:15 am

09:00 - 10:15 am

09:00 - 10:15 am

10:00-11:00 am

10:15 - 10:45 am

Welcome and

Plenary
GRAND BALLROOM

Break

Hydrology
SALON 1

Non-native

insects

(DPR Credits Available)
SALON 2

Post-Fire Effects
SALON 3

Integrating Fire

Management
SALON 4

Forestry Career

Panel
GARDEN TERRACE

Break

Foresters on Campus - Running a modern forestry program
Moderator: Dan Tomacheski (Sierra Pacific Industries)
Panelists:  Cole Humphrey (CLFA), Scott Stephens (UC Berkeley), Valerie Elder
(College of the Redwoods)

Ecohydrologic Controls on Fire Hazard in a Managed Redwood Forest
(9:00 am) Joe Restaino, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

Forest Harvesting Effects on Hydrological Watershed Processes — Insights from
the Caspar Creek Third Experiment
(9:25 am) Salli Dymond, Northern Arizona University

Tree Water Use and Streamflow Dynamics in Coastal Northern California
Forests: Implications for Forest Resilience in the Face of Climate Change
(9:50 am) Kaitlyn Briggs, Cal Poly Humboldt

A phylogenetic epidemiology approach to predicting the establishment of
multi-host plant pests
(9:00 am) Shannon Lynch, UC Davis

Emerald Ash Borer and Mediterranean Oak Borer
(9:25 am) Tentative, Oregon State University

Goldspotted Oak Borer
(9:50 am) Joelene Tamm, UC Riverside

Balsam woolly adelgid and other tree pests associated with grand fir in north
coastal California
(10:02 am) Wallis Robinson, UC Cooperative Extension Humboldt-Del Norte
Reforestation and Fuel Loads: Comparing Burned and Reburned Young Forests
(9:00 am) Corrina Munger, RPF, UC Berkeley

The FiredWood Project: bridging fire effects and merchantable tree properties
in the Sierra Nevada
(9:25 am) Michael Stambaugh, University of Missouri

Invasive species in post-fire Eastern Sierra Nevada yellow pine forests
(9:50 am) Stephanie Yelenik, USDA Forest Service, RMRS

Patterns of post-fire regeneration within the 2021 Tamarack Fire
(10:02 am) Alison Paulson, Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest

Pyroethnography of Butte County
(9:00 am) Kyle Mason, Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve

Any Black is better than No Black at all
(9:25 am) John Mount, Central Sierra Historical Society

Integrated Fire Management: California and international initiatives to
enhance forest resilience
(9:50 am) Hugh Safford, UC Davis

(Student Session) Forestry Mentorship Program Career Panel
Hosted by California Forestry Mentorship Program
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Justifying the
case for

management
SALON 1

10:45 - 12:00 pm

Ongoing
Research on
Forest Pest

Concerns
(DPR Credits Available)

10:45 - 12:00 pm

SALON 2

Post-fire

10:45 - 12:00 pm
SALON 3

Montane
10:45 -12:00 pm Ecosystems
SALON 4

Evaluation of air pollution emissions and health and economic impacts of the
2022 mosquito wildfire
(10:45 am) Thomas Buchholz, Spatial Informatics Group

Where the Fires Didn't Burn
(11:10 am) Frederick Euphrat, RPF, Sonoma County Forest Conservation Working
Group

A Retrospective Burn Severity Analysis of the Quincy Library Group Project
(11:35 am) Kristin Nesbit, UC Berkeley

Patterns of tree damage and fuels around power lines in northern California
(TBD) Zoe Ziegler, Cal Poly Humboldt

Western pine beetle and red turpentine beetle interactions with forest
disturbances (Tentative)
(TBD) Crystal Howitz, UC Davis

Novel fire-disease interactions may buffer forest patches from invasive
disease impacts

(TBD) Michelle Mohr, UC Santa Barbara
Investigating early cryptic drivers of conifer regeneration trajectories after
high-severity wildfire

(10:45 am) Tessa Putz, UC Davis

Impacts of post-fire shrub recovery on Pinus jeffreyi recruitment timing in
eastern Sierra Nevada forests
(11:00 am) Taylor Saunders, University of Nevada Reno

When and where to plant after high-severity fire? Lessons from natural and
planted regeneration patterns in recent wildfires
(11:15 am) Andrew Latimer, UC Davis

Supporting Reforestation in an Era of Change
(11:30 am) Jennifer Smith, USDA Climate Hub

Ripe for reforestation: Modeling cone ripeness phenology to support wild
conifer seed collections for restoration post-fire
(11:45 am) Nina Venuti, UC Davis
Meadow restoration as a wildfire mitigation tool in the Sierra Nevada
(10:45 am) Hunter Noble, University of Nevada Reno

Mapping meadows as sites of eco-cultural revitalization in the mid-Klamath
basin
(11:00 am) Claire McCoy, UC Berkeley

Managing Montane Meadows Under Climate Change: Ecohydrological Insights
from the Sagehen Basin in the Sierra Nevada
(11:15 am) Jennifer Natali, UC Berkeley

Mortality, Recruitment, and Growth of a Montane Hardwood-Conifer Forest
in Southern California
(11:30 am) Marko Spasojevic, UC Riverside

Genetic drivers of ecological strategy variation in quaking aspen
(11:45 am) Roxy Cruz, UC Berkeley
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12:00-01:30 pm Lunch
GRAND BALLROOM

Student Job Fair

12:30 - 01:30 pm
GRAND BALLROOM

Reforestation

01:30 - 02:45 pm
SALON 1

Disturbance /

Climate Change
01:30 - 02:45 pm  (DPR credits Available)

SALON 2

Modeling and

01:30-02:45 pm  Quantification
SALON 3

Remote Sensing

01:30 - 02:45 pm
SALON 4

02:45-03:15 pm  Social Break

SAF Business Meeting and Awards (Open to all)
(12:00 - 12:30 pm) California Society of American Foresters

Student Job Fair
Sponsored by the California Forestry Mentorship Program and CAL FIRE Business
and Workforce Development Program. Participating students can earn raffle
tickets for the drawing.

A Century of Coast Redwood Reforestation Research from Jackson

Demonstration State Forest Lands
(1:30 pm) Lynn Webb, CAL FIRE Jackson Demonstration State Forest

Establishing climate-wise seed lot selection for Sierra Nevada reforestation
(1:55 pm) Sarah Bisbing, University of Nevada Reno

Seed Orchard and Nursery

(2:05 am) Jessica Hinojosa, Sierra Pacific Industries
Carbon, climate, and natural disturbance: a review of mechanismes,
challenges, and tools for understanding forest carbon stability in an uncertain

future
(1:30 pm) Peng Gao, University of North Carolina Wilmington

Managing forest disturbance interactions under climate change
(1:55 pm) Joan Dudney, UC Santa Barbara

Removing dead trees after mass drought mortality enhances fire-adapted tree
recruitment, reduces future fire severity, and has mixed effects on carbon
stocks

(2:07 pm) Rebecca Wayman, Fire and Resource Assessment Program, CAL FIRE

State of the sequoias
(2:20 pm) Kristen Shive, UC Cooperative Extension

Instructions Not Included* : A Journey through FVS Calibration
(1:30 pm) Jonathan Ali Garcia, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo

Application of FVS for Management Planning in the Sierra Mixed Conifer
(1:55 pm) Kestrel Grevatt, Berkeley Forests

California Carbon Explorer: an open-source platform for visualizing modeled
forest carbon cycle dynamics within a model-data fusion framework
(2:07 pm) Lily Klinek, UC Davis

Forecasting the Climate Impacts of Forest Management: CCl’s Quantification
Methodology in Practice

(2:20 pm) Carmen Tubbesing, California Air Resources Board
A prescription for success? Using remote sensing to measure prescribed fire

effects on woody shrub encroachment in California’s coastal prairie
(1:30 pm) lan Cook, San José State University

Reconstructing the Mosquito Fire using pre-fire ALS
(1:55 pm) Sean Reilly, UC Berkeley

Assessing burn pile volume and emission estimates using retail-grade LiDAR
(2:20 pm) Ashlyn Olah, UC Berkeley
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03:15 - 04:30 pm

03:15-04:30 pm

03:15 - 04:30 pm

03:15-04:30 pm

04:30 - 05:00 pm

Redefining

Forestry
SALON 1

Managing for

Wildfires
SALON 2

Post-fire (few

years on)
SALON 3

Workforce

Training
SALON 4

Closing Remarks

Australia and the United States have many similarities and differences in
prescribed fire management: learning from each other
(3:15 pm) Scott Stephens, UC Berkeley

Redefining Forestry: Cooperative Management in the Wildland Urban
Intermix
(3:40 pm) Jason Wells and Genevieve Tarino, Sonoma County RCD

Some Reflections on Mediterranean-style Ecology: Intersections Between
Mediterranean Climate Ecology and the Development of International Policies
(4:05 pm) Sierra Standish, University of Colorado Boulder

Incorporating variation into estimates of historic forest structure: a novel
method applied to California’s mixed-conifer forests

(4:15 pm) Derek Young, UC Davis
A Season of Change: Rx Burn Windows in California Forests

(3:15 pm) Carolyn van Mantgem, UC Berkeley

Protecting Planted Forests from Wildfire with Early Thinning and Winter
Burning
(3:40 pm) Emily Cieslewitz, UC Berkeley

Painting the landscape: evaluating ecological silviculture against mixed-
severity fire
(4:05 pm) Conor Phelan, University of Nevada Reno

Drivers of conifer regeneration in successively burned areas in the central
Sierra Nevada
(3:15 pm) Saba Saberi, UC Davis

Nurse Shrubs increase post-fire Pinus jeffreyi survival
(3:30 pm) Rosa Kirk-Davidoff, University of Nevada Reno

California’s first statewide reforestation strategy
(3:45 pm) Madeline Sides, USDA California Climate Hub

Post-wildfire soil carbon and nutrient cycling: The need for standardization of
fire metrics and reporting of soil burn severity
(4:00 pm) Julia Gaudinski, Wildfire Interdisciplinary Research Center

Monitoring Post-Fire Reforestation Success: Collaborative Approaches from
California’s Emergency Forest Restoration Teams

(4:15 pm) Nic Dutch and Daylin Wade, UC Cooperative Extension
Leveraging Mobile GIS Deployments for Efficient Fuels Project Management at
a Small and Highly Productive Non-Profit Organization

(3:15 pm) Sam Zabell, Yosemite Rivers Alliance

UC Davis — California Conservation Corps (CCC) Partnership to Improve
Climate Resilient Reforestation Outcomes.
(4:40 pm) Grant Perkins, Tahoe Forestry Corps

Post-Fire Forest Resilience: Engaging Landowners Through Online Education
(4:05 pm) Katie Reidy, UC Cooperative Extension

Future of Symposium and SAF, CFPC, CFSC, Raffle Announcements

GRAND BALLROOM Jeremy Zagarella (CA SAF), Danielle Lindler (CPFC), Scott Stephens (CFSC)
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