Bay Area Chapter Meeting – Saturday September 6th, 10 am until 3 pm
Russell Research Station
Lunch included!

SAF has much to offer and this Chapter meeting will bring the best: a combo of socializing and learning in the outdoors! Bring your camp chair! (bring a friend!) and be ready for a forestry meeting under the shade of the trees at Cal’s Russell Research Station. Our meeting will begin at 10 am with introductions and some SAF business. After that, there will be a series of speakers (see below) talking about new research, current conditions, and forest issues around the Bay Area. Around 1 pm we will break for lunch. Then after lunch a few more speakers (and maybe a walk or two) until we wind the meeting up around 3 pm.

Because lunch is being provided we need your RSVP by September 1. Send your RSVP in an email to dbakke@bayareasaf.org. Indicate in your RSVP:
· whether you want a hot dog, hamburger, or vegetarian option
· whether you are bringing any guests.

Lunch details – the Chapter will be providing a grill and BBQ hot dogs and hamburgers with all the fixings. There will be vegan minestrone soup. If you have a favorite vegetarian option to grill, bring it along. We will also provide water and other (non-alcoholic) beverages (e.g., soda, iced tea, Gatorade, etc. - please don’t bring any alcoholic beverages). We will have some plates, cups, and utensils, but if you could bring your own reusable items from home, that would be great (learning from the Cal Forestry Club’s Bean Feeds). 

Also, getting the true potluck feel, please bring the following if you can:
· Last name starts with A – M bring a side dish (salad, chips, etc.)
· Last name starts with N – Z bring a dessert.

Speakers and topics we are working on include:
· Sasha Nikolaeva, post doc in the Nielsen Lab (UCB Dept of Integrative Biology and the Dept of Statistics) – Coast redwood potential to adapt to climate change and maintaining its genetic diversity
· Kestrel Grevatt – Ass’t Research Forest Manager – planned pile and cultural burns
· Student rep from Sports Logging Team
· Speaker TBD (UCB Stephens’ Lab Rep) – National Fire and Fire Surrogate study – 20-year results with a focus on western US forests
· References that might be of interest for this talk (both are available through Forest Service Treesearch website (https://research.fs.usda.gov/treesearch):
· The national Fire and Fire Surrogate study: Effects of fuel treatments in the Western and Eastern United States after 20 years. 2025. A.A. Bernal et al. Ecological Applications. 2025;35:e70003. 
· Fire treatment effects on vegetation structure, fuels, and potential fire severity in western U.S. forests. 2009. S.L. Stephens et al. Ecological Applications. 19(2), 2009, pp. 305-320
· Curtis Ewing, CalFire and Mike Jones UC ANR – Current status of Mediterranean oak borer in the Bay Area; what to look for in your area; and other topics.
· Speaker TBD – Fire in eucalyptus in Bay Area – any lessons from recent fires?

Directions to Russell Research Station: The entrance gate is at 4924 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette, CA (or use the coordinates 37.917593, -122.158005). 
· From eastbound CA Hwy 24 take exit 13 (Central Lafayette/Moraga). Turn left onto Deer Hill Road then right onto Happy Valley Road. Proceed about 3.5 miles to Russell.
· From westbound CA Hwy 24 take exit 9 toward Orinda/Moraga. Turn left on Camino Pablo. After about 2.5 miles, turn right onto Bera Creek Road/Wildcat Canyon Road. After about 4 miles, turn right onto Happy Valley Road. After about ½ mile the entrance to Russell will be on your left.

